EDUCATION   FOR  A  WORLD  ADRIFT

revealed? In literature, as in other things, it is possible
both to admire and to condemn: and, if we are to have
standards in life as well as in art, both are necessary.

Let me sum up. I began by saying that if we are to have
a new world, we need human beings to make and live in
it, and that we must not leave their education to chance.
In the past, men accepted the Christian ideal even if they
did not live the Christian life; a child born in the nine-
teenth century had its mind formed unconsciously by the
atmosphere and beliefs around it. There is no such definite
formative influence to-day and we must find one. I sug-
gested that education could help to do this, if it showed
its pupils the first-rate in life and character as they are
revealed in history and literature. All Englishmen should
have what Plato wished for his ruling class:

We would not have our Guardians grow up among
representations of moral deformity, as in some foul
pasture where, day after day, feeding on every poisonous
weed they would, little by little, gather insensibly a mass
of corruption in their very souls. Rather we must seek out
those craftsmen whose instinct guides them to whatsoever
is lovely and gracious; so that our young men, dwelling in
a wholesome climate, may drink in good from every
quarter, whence, like a breeze bearing health from happy
regions, some influence from noble works constantly falls
upon eye and ear from childhood upward, and imper-
ceptibly draws them into sympathy and harmony with
the beauty of reason, whose impress they take.1

1 Republic^ 401, tr. Cornford.
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